
Which students are dropping out of high school?
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Percent Dropout Rate by Percent Free/Reduced Lunch 
Students in Iowa by School District, 2019-2020

In the 2019-2020 school year, school districts with larger percentages of 
students who qualified for free/reduced lunch were positively correlated 
(0.4) to a larger percentage of students dropping out. 

Source: Iowa Dept. of Education

Percent of High School Students 
Dropping out of School by Sex, 

2019-2020

Male students 
comprise of the 

majority of students 
dropping out of high 

school in 2019-20. 
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Male
61%

Source: Iowa Dept. of Education

Percent of Dropouts by Type of School Program, 
2019-2020

Individualized 
Education 
Program

Free/Reduced
Lunch English Learners

Source: Iowa Dept. of Education

Of all students who 
dropped out of school 
during the 2019-2020 
school year, 75% were 
eligible for FRL, 22% 
were in an IEP, and 
15% were EL students.

The dropout rate for 
students with IEPs is 

significantly higher than the 
overall student population 

dating back to 2015.
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